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    Welcome from 
    the Library team

We are pleased to welcome you to our 2017 – 2018 Annual Report and are very proud 
to be able to share with you the successes we have achieved over the past year. 

We, the KAUST Library team, are in the privileged position of directly supporting, 
nurturing and inspiring the research ambitions of KAUST and, consequently, the 
international, scientific community. To do this to the best of our abilities we are 
continually striving to push the boundaries of service, assessment and innovation. 

Over the last year we have cultivated an open and innovative outreach program 
under which we have proudly hosted seminars, lectures and visiting students and 
delegations. We have visited national and international university libraries and, of 
course, have welcomed you all to our annual Open House day.

In order to maintain our position as a destination scientific research library, we have 
introduced some exciting new innovations for example; a system upgrade to enhance 
accessibility, a repository upgrade to improve research visibility and an innovative 
ePoster project which pioneers a dynamic way of presenting research. 

Dedicated to the pursuit of excellence in professional development, members of 
our team have represented KAUST Library at a number of national and international 
conferences, and, as always, we have maintained our ever growing wealth of research 
resources, and are permanently on hand to offer training and assistance when 
necessary.

Heading into this New Year we are excited to build on, and surpass existing 
achievements. Our ambition, as ever, is to provide the optimum user-experience to 
the KAUST community with our goals aligned to our strategic frame work - Service, 
Assessment and Innovation. We thank you for the opportunity.

Dr. J. K. Vijayakumar, Library Director

On behalf of the KAUST Library team
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SERVICES



Providing the best possible services to the KAUST community is at the core of the 
KAUST Library’s mandate. In order to facilitate this we are continually upgrading 
or replacing existing systems, as well as introducing exciting new services to meet 
the challenge of ever evolving needs.

KAUST Library 
Training
Library staff provide the necessary training to enable full access to, and use of 
the Library’s resources.

The Library ran 40 courses over the last year. These courses cover all aspects of 
library services and provide a thorough training in essential research skills. 

After the successful implementation of its first online course Plagiarism and 
how to avoid it; a mandatory requirement for students, the Library is developing 
two more courses Information and Research Literacy and Intellectual Property and 
Patents Resources.

On the 24th of April, KAUST Library supported Graduate Skills Lab’s scientific 
poster workshop by providing ePoster system training to 40 students. 
Students subsequently developed eposters for the Spring Enrichment Program 
(SEP) ePoster competition. This collaboration will be ongoing in alignment with 
KAUST’s Library’s goals in relation to the evolution of the scholarly record and 
“patrons as creators”. Kathleen M. Emmenecker, the Manager for English 
Programs said ”this partnership represents an excellent use of both physical and 
human resources at KAUST, enhancing the professional development of KAUST 
students who are fortunate to have this tremendous resource available to them”.

As part of KAUST’s community initiative, an introductory lecture on the library 
and its resources to 20 students from the KAUST School was also held. 
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Improved Research 
Repository
The Library is proud to announce improvements to our Research Repository. This 
upgraded platform incorporates the latest tools and innovative services for KAUST 
researchers. 

The Research Repository is home to the varied and diverse collection of KAUST 
research, comprised of; peer-reviewed articles, preprints, theses, dissertations, 
conference papers, posters, technical reports, images, research data sets etc. Since 
its launch in 2012, this service has grown to house over 18,000 items of KAUST 
research. 

New features, incorporated in our latest upgrade include; video streaming, native 
image view and integrated image zoom, as well as a REST API, which allows flexible 
connections to other systems, such as Pure.

Together these functions will substantially enhance the presentation capabilities of 
research materials.

KAUST Library System 
Upgraded
To simplify user access and improve administrative operations, the Library has 
migrated from Millennium to a new, open source library system Koha. 

Koha enables users to access their library account using their KAUST credentials. 
They can also view their borrowing history and control information needed from 
the library. Through this migration the Library has made substantial savings.
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Digital Object Identifier 
(DOI) Minting Service 
Launched
The University Library recently joined DataCite, and is now able to provide DOIs 
for research data sets deposited in the Research Repository. 

In assigning DOIs to datasets and other research objects we are supporting a 
robust infrastructure that facilitates accurate citation, easy discovery and 
improved access. This, combined with our existing tools such as the impact 
metric tool PlumX, ensures that the KAUST Research Repository service is 
capable of disseminating information to a global standard.

In forming this partnership with DataCite, KAUST Library took the lead in the 
region; joining a global community of top ranked research institutions such as 
Caltech, Purdue, CERN, ETH Zurich, Harvard and many more.

Georgiy L. Stenchikov, Director of the KAUST Earth Science and Engineering 
Program, whose group used this new service for the first time, for a supplemental 
dataset to their recent JGR research article, commented that it is very useful and well 
aligned with global initiatives and the current strong tendency to research data 
sharing.
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KAUST Library 
Introduces ePosters 

After running several successful pilot programs over the past year, the Library will 
implement an ePoster service. KAUST is one of the first academic institutions in the 
world to offer this pioneering and innovative alternative to traditional posters. ePosters 
are displayed on advanced touchscreens and consequently offer significantly enhanced 
presentation capabilities over their hard copy counterparts. Throughout  the project, 
advice, assistance and timely support has been provided by the University IT Department 
(particularly the Classroom and Collaboration staff).

Xin Gao, Assoc. Professor for Computer Elec. Math Sciences & Eng. worked with
ePosters at the KAUST Research Workshop on Computational and Statistical Interface to 
Big Data in March 2018, and said of his experience “The ePoster system is fantastic. 
It’s easy to use, eye-catching and very efficient and effective. We truly appreciate your 
team’s efforts in helping us set this up.”

The enhanced capabilities of ePosters include functions that significantly improve user 
experience such as: zooming, higher definition imaging and the incorporation of audio 
and video displays. As one student explained, “…the ability to add extra links to plots 
and animations in the poster is great for displaying all the information you want to 
show. Also the ability to zoom in on details...”
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Perhaps the most significant and most valuable aspect of ePosters is that they 
will be archived in the KAUST Research Repository and so will be permanently 
and easily accessed on line. 

David Keyes, Extreme Computing Research Center Director, remarked in 
relation to the Intel Extreme Performance Users Group Middle East  
(IXPUG-ME) Conference 2018, of which he was the local organizer, “We are 
thrilled with the opportunity to use the ePoster system.” He went on to explain 
that “The technology is one thing. The web archive is perhaps even more 
significant for the mainly young or remote authors at our meeting. Posters are 
not ‘second place’ entries here. One could even argue that they have a better 
archival life and better production value than the talks.”

David Keyes
photo courtesy : Anastasia Khrenova,

KAUST photographer
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New Records Retention 
and Disposition 
Schedule Adopted

10

KAUST Library houses and manages the University Records Center and Archives. 
During the last year the Library adopted a new Records Retention and Disposition 
Schedule. This schedule is a procedural control which documents the typical records 
of an office, their life expectancy, classification, and agreed action when they outlive 
their operational usefulness. 

Over 20 offices collaborated on this project, including those in Academic Affairs,
Office of the President, Accommodation Services, Department of Finance and The 
KAUST School.

We would like to thank the following offices for their referrals and partnership: the 
Policy Office, Internal Audit, Office of the President and IT.
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Winter Enrichment 
Program (WEP) Hub 

KAUST Library is committed to supporting an inclusive approach to our knowledge 
based resources. To this end we not only enthusiastically serve the KAUST 
community, but we continuously strive to forge links with other institutions both 
nationally and globally. We encourage visitors to experience what we have to offer 
and we are always eager to share our expertise. 

For the second year, the Library was chosen by the Enrichment Office to host the 
Hub for its Winter Enrichment Program. Centrally situated on campus, and boasting 
dramatic communal spaces, the Library is in a prime position to accommodate diverse 
events and their accompanying participants.

From the 14th – 25th of January, the Library facilitated a vital access point to all 
WEP 2018 had to offer including: creative activities, talks, interviews, exhibits and 
informal access to invited speakers.

Integral to the Library’s contribution to WEP 2018 was an ePoster pilot which 
included a poster competition. Print copies of posters were displayed alongside their 
electronic versions using ePoster software displayed on touchscreens. 
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 WEP Display Wall 



KAUST WEP Poster Competition
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WEP Science Fair

Chess grandmaster Susan Polgar playing against KAUST     
opponents simultaneously

Undergraduate Posters Competition
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Spring Enrichment 
Program (SEP) 
ePoster Competition 
Inspired by the SEP 2018 theme, City of the Future, an ePoster competition was 
organized by the Library in collaboration with Enrichment Office. Contestants’ 
ePosters were displayed in the lobby of Building 20 from the 30th of April until the 
3rd of May. 

The wide variety of topics covered explored finding solutions to some of the more 
pressing challenges of our time: urban planning, environmental stewardship, 
seismology, sustainable energy production and distribution, water desalination and 
re-use, sustainable agriculture, robotics and artificial intelligence, big data, sensors 
and mobility.

Prizes, sponsored by KAUST Library, were awarded for two categories:

* People’s Choice – As voted by attendees through the ePoster website
* Academic & Research – Awarded by a panel of Judges 

The prizes sponsored by the Library were:
1st – iPad Pro
2nd- Amazon voucher for USD 500
3rd – Amazon Voucher for USD 250

SEP awards ceremony
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Library Open House 
On Wednesday the 27th of September 2017, KAUST Library held its second Open 
House. This day-long event showcased library facilities and services to the entire 
KAUST Community. Successful activities included tours, a library quiz, games and 
competitions; two ‘engineering challenges’, building a tower and making an 
airplane. The Graduate Student Work Output Game (involving complex hand to eye 
co-ordination) along with our photo booth (offering attendees a record of their 
experience) proved very popular.

700 members of the KAUST community took part in this year’s event; considerably 
exceeding last year’s 250 attendees. 

For this year’s Open House we collaborated with the Graduate Skills Lab; who 
staffed a station presenting their services.

Library Colleagues

Guess the number of marshmallows 
game

Gift Items

Electrical Circuitry Game16



MIT Library Visit
In October 2016, MIT Library published an extensive report entitled Institute-wide 
Task Force on the Future of Libraries. This report explored how best to address the 
evolution of university libraries; ensuring that these research institutions maintain 
their pivotal role in the advancement of knowledge dissemination.

As this report mirrored various aspects of the KAUST Library mandate, the Library 
Directors of both institutions were keen to engage in discussions regarding future 
collaborations. As a result, and to further strengthen ties, KAUST Library Director 
and managers visited MIT in September.

The MIT library visit was formatted around an extensive series of meetings, with 
staff from various departments. Some of the salient topics discussed included:

* Assessment in academic libraries
* Publisher negotiations and Open Access
* Supporting evolving research and scholarship
* Digital Library Strategy: repositories and global platforms, IT operations and  
  change strategies. 

Further opportunities for collaboration were also explored; one of special interest to 
KAUST Library concerned the collections housed in the Aga Khan Documentation
Center. These collections include a considerable amount of material pertaining to 
Saudi Arabia.

Both visiting and hosting delegates were encouraged and informed by the synergies 
they found existed between their two institutions: despite the disparities in age and 
location.
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KAUST Library Saudi 
National Seminars Series
In support of one of KAUST Library’s salient goals, the expansion of our Saudi library 
outreach program to include multiple collaborations with research libraries and other 
strategic partners, we initiated the KAUST Library Saudi National Seminar in 2017.

The primary aim of these seminars is to showcase the development of the Library’s 
unique services and systems; while supporting the needs of our research community, 
as well as our partners and collaborators.

KAUST Library First 
Saudi National Seminar
As a leading national innovator in scientific research development KAUST Library, in 
association with ORCID, proudly hosted the Saudi National Seminar on ORCID on the 
23rd of October 2017. This seminar was timed to coincide with International Open 
Access Week.

Electronic resources have grown exponentially in recent years becoming an integral 
component of global scientific research. In this context it is crucial to specifically 
align ownership of every published work to the relevant party. To facilitate this a 
numerical ID, an ORCID, is allocated to individuals. An ORCID serves to track all 
publications by an author, enabling full transparency and ease of access.

This seminar focused on informing participants of new trends in scholarly 
communication and research evaluation. It also explored the practical benefits of 
ORCID integrations to different systems at KAUST such as; the research repository, 
research evaluation and research profiling services.
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James Calvin, Vice President of Academic Affairs and Najah Ashry, Vice President of 
Saudi Affairs addressed the delegates; 28 in total, including 18 representing 11 
visiting universities. Technical sessions and tours were given by J. K. Vijayakumar, 
(KAUST Library Director) M.Buys (Director of Engagement, ORCID) Thibaut Lery 
KAUST Research Evaluation Director) Mohamed Ba-Essa (Acting KAUST Manager of 
Systems and Digital Services) Daryl Grenz (KAUST Repository Specialist) and Nada 
Mursi (KAUST Outreach Librarian).

Laurel Haak (Exec. Director of ORCID) said of this seminar that “KAUST have been 
a leader in the repository and ETD community demonstrating how ORCID can be 
used to benefit researchers and their organizations. KAUST were an early adopter of 
ORCID and have done a marvellous repository integration that connects student 
ORCID IDs with KAUST and with their thesis, thesis advisors, and with the 
organization, all in a publicly shareable form with clear opt-in on the part of the 
student.”

Participants of First Saudi 
      National Seminar
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KAUST Library Second
Saudi National Seminar
On the 29th - 30th of April 2018, the Library held the KAUST Library Saudi 
National Seminar 2018. This seminar, attended by 20 representatives from 10 
Saudi universities and institutions, focused on the initiatives and processes       
required by libraries to support teaching, learning and research. Experts from the 
KAUST Library and the Technology Transfer Office handled different sessions and 
tours; exploring topics including research literacy, academic honesty, intellectual 
property, open access and ePosters. 

In his opening remarks, James Calvin, Vice President of Academic Affairs, stressed 
the need for co-operation between institutions in sharing resources and expertise; 
he echoed many attendees’ sentiments with his hope for an increased number of 
similar initiatives in the future. 

Technical sessions and tours were given by J. K. Vijayakumar (KAUST Library 
Director) Janis Tyhurst (Lead Collection & Research Support) Stephen Buck 
(Subject Specialist) Mohamed Ba-Essa (Manager of Systems and Digital Services) 
Lee Yen Han (Subject Specialist) Nada Mursi (Outreach Librarian) and Garry Hall 
(Special Projects Lead).

Participants of Second Saudi 
        National Seminar20



Inter-library 
Co-operation
As part of its outreach program, the Library signed an inter-library co-operation 
agreement with University of Business and Technology (UBT) in 2015. The training 
sessions itemized below come under the auspices of this agreement.

On Thursday 19th of October 2017, at the request of UBT, Subject Specialist 
Librarian, Stephen Buck, delivered a lecture on Endnote at the UBT Dhaban campus.  
This is the second year this lecture has been requested and, due to demand, this is the 
third time it has been delivered. Endnote, a citation management program for 
academic papers, is a valuable asset to every researcher; an understanding of it will 
greatly benefit UBT students, both in their current studies and their future careers.

On the 30th November 2017, UBT invited Daryl Grenz, KAUST Library Repository 
Coordinator, to deliver a lecture on ORCID to members of their faculty and 
administration. After introducing the concept of ORCID, Grenz spoke about its 
benefits and growing importance in the world of academic publishing.

Imam Abdulrahman 
Bin Faisal University 
Visit
On the 16th of January 2018, KAUST Library welcomed a delegation from Imam 
Abdulrahman Bin Faisal University. The delegation of four was greeted by the KAUST 
Library Director and various members of the KAUST Library team. 

The delegates were interested to explore the resources KAUST had to offer and, during 
their visit, various possibilities for future collaborations were discussed.
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KAUST Library 
  Outreach Lecture 2018
Julia Gelfand, Applied Sciences & Engineering Librarian with Distinction at the 
University of California, Irvine, USA, was invited to deliver this year’s KAUST 
University Library Outreach Lecture titled  “Current Trends in Science, Academic and 
Research Libraries: Responding to the Demands of Entrepreneurship, Innovation and 
Open Science”  

This lecture argued that academic research libraries need to be more focused on 
developing services that provide access to resources. She called for authors and 
scholars to be more engaged in research data management, curation, and stewardship 
and she stressed the role academic libraries play in supporting their institutions. She 
highlighted strategies in underpinning this role; exercising best practices in 
scholarly communication, demonstrating innovation, establishing strong academic 
core values and fully committing to open access opportunities.  

She advocated the involvement of library staff in such initiatives as local publishing; 
including institutional repository hosting, creation and adoption of open textbooks, 
utilizing evaluation processes assessment metrics for scholarly output and institutional 
rankings, encouraging patent literature, technology transfer, management of research 
data and promoting Open Science. She also stressed the importance of responding to 
user expectations and understanding technological opportunities.  

Representatives from six Saudi universities and institutes attended this lecture along 
with the KAUST Library team and many of our colleagues from other KAUST 
departments.

Dr. Julia Gelfand 
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 KAUST Gifted Students
 Program

As part of the KAUST Gifted Student Program (KGSP), on the 21st of May and the 25th 
of June 2018, KAUST Library showcased its facilities and resources to two classes of 
participating students; 36 in total.

The successful KGSP members were given a tour of the library and an overview of all 
services on offer. Among the services presented was an introduction to the library’s 
new ePoster initiative; this was followed by a two hour workshop on poster 
presentations, including the pioneering capabilities of ePosters. 

Feedback from the students was extremely positive; they engaged fully with the 
curriculum offered.

KGSP Student presenting his ePoster 
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Community
The KAUST Library is proud to invite the entire KAUST community to engage in all 
aspects of learning; from atmospheric Sunset Concerts to talks delivered by 
speakers expert in their field; from exhibitions showcasing a wealth of artistic 
talent to poster competitions presenting the scientific ambitions of our students.

In August 2017, the Office of the Arts installed a Yamaha baby grand piano in the 
Library. The piano adds programming variety to the Sunset Concerts, hosted here 
three times every semester. Other events are also enhanced by background music 
performed by our amateur KAUST pianists.

Opening ceremony for the piano by the Office 
of the Arts, Campus Support and the Library
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During the past year KAUST Library has opened its spectacular public space to a 
variety of events; prominent amongst these being the Artists of KAUST annual 
exhibition, which opened on the 27th of February. This exhibition, co-sponsored 
by the Library and the Office of the Arts, showcased a selection of artworks 
from the KAUST community. This year 82 artists exhibited a total of 132 works 
in various media including: oils, watercolors, ceramics, textiles, sculpture and 
jewellery.
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Facility Upgrades
We, the KAUST Library team, are privileged to work in an award winning, iconic 
building and we take pride in maintaining and developing this facility in alignment 
with changing needs. We are also aware that the materials we store need to be 
preserved in strictly controlled conditions.

In a further effort to protect the materials in our care, the University Archive and 
Records Center (managed by the library) has arranged for the conversion of the 
existing water sprinkler system into a state-of-the-art clean agent fire suppressant.

Also, to facilitate our student body’s need for a completely quiet study zone, the 
Library received approval to carry out the necessary works on level 3. Both facility 
upgrade projects received funding from the capital budget item and will be 
executed by Campus Engineering in coming months.
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STAFF
The KAUST Library team practices a participative management style. Within this 
structure individuality and responsibility are prized. We all feel a pride of ownership 
in the library and are committed to upholding its reputation as an internationally 
respected scientific research institution.    

This year, members of our team represented KAUST Library at a number of national 
and international conferences, and, as a team, we participated in a pertinent and 
thought provoking workshop on communication (see Page 31).

Library Director on 
IATUL Board of 
Directors 
KAUST Library Director J. K. Vijayakumar has been elected to the Board of Directors 
of the International Association of University Libraries (IATUL), effective January 
2019.

The University has been an active member of IATUL since 2009. IATUL provides 
a global forum where library directors and senior managers can meet to discuss 
issues relating to library service development, exploring different approaches 
to challenges. The organization also provides a network of high-level expertise 
based on international understanding. IATUL president Reiner Kallenborn (Library 
Director, Technical University of Munich), noted that Vijayakumar was the most 
well-suited out of many other candidates to foster IATUL’s ambition to serve as a 
bridge between cultures and to promote mutual understanding among librarians of 
different nationalities.

“Being elected to this international board comes in recognition of KAUST’s growth 
and of the Library, and also personally of me,”  Vijayakumar stated.
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Special Libraries  Association –
Arabian Gulf Chapter 
Conference (SLA/AGC) 2018
KAUST Library was comprehensively represented at the SLA/AGC 2018 on Big Data 
and Cloud Technology in Libraries, held in Muscat, Oman from 6th-8th March. 
Part of KAUST Library’s mandate is to sustain its position as a destination scientific 
research institution, both within the Kingdom and the region; the annual SLA-AGC 
Conference is of particular importance.

This year’s topic, pivotal to the management of the ever growing amount of digital 
information available, was one in which the KAUST Library team was eager to 
participate.

Garry Hall spoke on how library systems development can facilitate user success, and 
Mohamed Ba-Essa, Eirini Mastoraki and Daryl Grenz discussed Research Data 
Management - Building Service Infrastructure and Capacity. Janis Tyhurst (Lead 
Collection & Research Support) presented on the impact of Big Data on literacy 
training.

30

Discussion panel organised by KAUST Library 
at SLA/AGC 2018



 Communication and
Effectiveness Workshop
On the 4th of October 2017 KAUST Library staff participated in a one-day workshop 
entitled Library Communication and Effectiveness. 

This workshop was run by DeEtta Jones, a leadership diversity and organizational 
consultant with a background in libraries and twenty years of global experience 
working with organizations ranging from non-profit to government agencies.

As communication is a vital skill for the dissemination of information, this form of 
training is a valuable asset to every librarian. The workshop targeted practical ways 
in which communication could be improved and included topics such as: 

* Facilitative leadership
* Motivation
* Group decision making
* Collaboration
* Influencing strategies

Feedback was very positive with 90% of attendees rating the workshop as ‘Good’ 
or ‘Excellent’. This response validates Jones’ extensive experience in working with 
major academic libraries throughout the world, including the Association of Research 
Libraries.
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 KAUST Library Staff Invited to 
 Join International Committees

Stephen Buck
IGELU – (International Group of Ex Libris Users) Conference Planning Committee

Lee Yen Han
IFLA – (Acquisitions and Collection Development) Standing Committee
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 Publications and Presentations
As part of our professional development directive members of the KAUST Library 
team continue to present and publish at national and international conferences

Vijayakumar, J. K., Eerging trends and technologies for new generation libraries: 
KAUST experience, IEEE-ETTLIS 2018, Noida (India)

Buck, Stephen and Vijayakumar, J. K., Exploring off-set pricing models and 
article deposit terms at KAUST, UKSG 2018, Glasgow (Scotland) 

Hall, Garry, Making discoveries – how library systems development can facilitate 
user success, SLA/AGC 2018, Muscat (Oman) 

Ba-Essa, Mohamed A.; Mastoraki, Eirini and Grenz, Daryl M. Research data 
management - building service infrastructure and capacity SLA/AGC 2018, 
Muscat (Oman) 

Tyhurst, Janis, Exploring the need for Intellectual Property Information Literacy 
for Business and STEM Disciplines, European Conference on Information Literacy 
(ECIL), St. Malo (France)

Tyhurst, Janis, The impact of big data on an intellectual property literacy training 
program, SLA/AGC 2018, Muscat (Oman)

New Staff / Appointments

Christopher Graves (University Archivist & Records Manager)

“I came to KAUST in February 2014 and it changed my life. Since 
then I have come to feel part of the Library and the University. 
I have also benefited from the growth of not only my professional 
interests but also my personal ones: we are doing something 
incredible at KAUST and I feel privileged to be a part of it.”



Ali Al-Qahtani (Acquisitions Services Lead)

“Being a member of KAUST founding team and the first employee 
in the library since 2008, I feel more proud to continue and grow 
in this team that always inspires me to work harder for the 
development and support of our community. KAUST has shown 
me that pursuing excellence is the secret of success, the best 
experience for my professional career and family.”

Daryl Grenz (Digital Repository Lead)

 “Having the opportunity to develop new repository services has 
been the highlight of my time at KAUST. Looking to the future, 
there is enormous potential to continue to innovate and I look 
forward to all we will accomplish together.”

Eman Afandi (Library Service Assistant)

“Its my great pleasure to be a team member of such a magnificent 
library and  a world class beacon of knowledge that bridges people 
and cultures from all around the world. I’m looking forward to 
contributing to the future success of our exciting, welcoming 
Library."

Gordana Rauski (Manager, Collection and Information Services)

“I feel truly honored and privileged to be part of such a wonderful 
library team and a world-class research institution such as KAUST. 
I’m looking forward to contributing to the future success of our 
innovative and hard-working students, faculty and researchers.”

Janis Tyhurst (Collections and Research Support Lead)

"I am proud to be a major contributor to the development of the 
library collections, licensing and subscription negotiations, to 
develop and deliver successful trainings, many specialized courses, 
outreach programs and orientations, and the opportunity to 
present and publish my research at major library and information 
science conferences."
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Marian O’Neill (Library Support Officer)

I am very excited to join this vibrant team, and feel privileged to 
be part of their innovative approach to the ever-evolving field of 
academic research.

Mohyden Habbal (Systems Coordinator)

"I am glad to be part of such a professional and supportive work 
environment. It is a great opportunity to work with highly 
talented staff, it will develop my professional and personal skills. 
It is a pleasure and honor to be part of KAUST."

Mohamed A. Ba-Essa (Manager, Preservation & Digital Services)

“I joined KAUST in April 2011. It is a great opportunity to work 
with highly talented professionals and to provide support to 
the top class research conducted here. It is truly a honor to be 
part of the KAUST team.”

Ola Kabli (Acquisitions Specialist)

“The past five years of working at KAUST University Library have 
made me more knowledgeable. I’ve had the incredible opportunity 
of meeting experienced individuals, developing as a professional, 
as well as improving my personal life journey. I hope to 
contribute to the library’s future by working on long-term 
projects and serve the university community.”

Stephen Buck (Access Services Lead)

“Living in KAUST offers a unique multi-cultural experience while 
working with the highly talented staff in the university library 
has not only taught me new skills but provided unparalleled 
opportunities for professional development which have positively 
enhanced my career in countless ways.”

34



FACTS 
AND FIGURES 35

454,095+ e-books
up by 50k+ this year

72,607+ e-journals
up by 25k+ this year

8131+ print and media
refined down by 900 this year

18,500+ submissions
to the KAUST repository
up by 2500+ this year

740,000+ downloads
up by 300k+ this year&

58+ events
hosted
this year

doors open 
24/7 all
year round

international library staff 
12 different nationalties

1km+ of 
shelved 
records & 
archives

access to 7000+ newspapers & 
magazines in print or online

winner of the AIA/ALA Library building 
award for accomplishments in library 
architecture 



More Information

Website : library.kaust.edu.sa
Email : library@kaust.edu.sa
Address : Building 12

King Abdullah University of Science and Technology
Thuwal 23955-6900
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

w
here inspiration is born




